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ONE OF THE FIRST GROUP CoTTAGES. VIRGIN FoREST AT THE BACK. 

A Picture of Contentment. 
(As VIEWED BY AN EMINENT ENGLISH jOURNALIST) . 

" In some respects the South-West of Western Australia is a 

paradise, but it is a lon ely one which ca!ls for men and women to come 

and dwell therein. Constant travel makes one's mind a kind of 

picture gallery, a nd one of the best pictures I will take away with me 

is that of a father, mother, and children standing happy and con­

tented in front of their Government hut, looking across land so 

recently forest, but now in the making of orchard and cornfield." 

- Sir Wm. Beach Thomas, speaking at Busselton on Octobe r 6, 1922, 

after a visit to t he Groups. 
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Vi RG I N F oRE ST NEAR K ARR JDAL E - · JN T H E H EART OF T H E G ROUP SETTLEMENT CouNTRY . 



A Scheme VVithout Parallel. 

" It is a great and bold scheme, the like of which is 
not paral leled in histo_ry." - Mr. J ames Wignall, 
M.P., of the Overseas Settlement Delegation. 

{i~~~;::-:;~o other po r t ion of the Australian Commonwealth 
offers g reater scope fo r successful closer settlement 
than the extreme South-Western corner of Western 
Austral ia . Until comparat ively recently , however, 
t here was a disposition, even amongst the olde r 
gene rations of Western Australia, to look upon this 

g reat and ferti le area as a settler's Giant Despair. 
When the tide of population flowed West after the discovery of gold, 
and men learned that this new State possessed vast and rich agricul­
t ural resources, they first directed attention to the deve lopment of 
the wheat-g rowing a reas. Lib eral land laws made it possib le to 
acq uire farms on amaz in gly easy conditions, and great tracts of 
co un try were speedily and successfu lly settled. For many yea rs most 
of the in q uiries were for wheat or pastoral lands, and a lthoug h that 
demand has no t greatly diminished, and t he s up ply of fe r tile country 
is not exha usted, another wealth factor is claiming equal, if not prio r, 
attention. Th e South-West has emerged from its long seclusion. 

T he task of developing the heavy forest lands presented aspects 
entirely different from those associated with the development of the 
wheat bel ts. I t was a task which cou ld not be left entirely to indi­
viduals, a lt hough individuals who had und ertaken single-handed the 
work of making a home had demonstrated the u ndoubted fe rtility of 
t he soi ls. These settlers , however, we re co mp aratively few in number, 
a nd were scattered over a n a rea com prising man y millions of acres. 
Indi vid ually the ir efforts were monuments of enterprise and endur­
ance; collectively thei r efforts rep resente d a very small contrib u tion 
towards opening up a n a rea so spacious. I t was obvious that, unless 
some other method was adopted , very many years must elapse before 
any mate ri al a dvance could be mad e to bring such portions as were 

5 



6 

not required for forest purposes into the s tate of productivity when 
they wou ld influence the econom ic life of the country. 

T hat was the position facing Western Austra lia when the present 
Government ca me into office. Sir J ames Mi tchell and his Ministers 
recognised that once the problem had been so lved thousands of people 
could find homes in th is garden of the State , become prosperous and 
contented, and enjoy the benefits of a climate unexcelled in any part 
of the world . T o the solving of that problem they immediately 
applied themselves with dil igence and enthusiasm, convinced t hat 
success must attend any well-di rected scheme. 

WESTE R N AUSTRALIA 'S LAND LAWS ARE THE 

MosT L IBERAL IN AusTRALIA . 

EAC H G ROUP SETTLER RECEIVES A F REE G RANT 

UP TO 160 ACRES. 

A G ROUP OF SETTLERS. 



Meeting the Country's Needs. 

TWO impellin g factors appealed to the Government : 

(!) The Need for Increased Production. 

(2) The Need for Increased Population. 

Th e need fo r increased production was emphasised in the fact that 
very large s ums of money were, and are still, being sent out of the 
co untry eve ry year in order to ,meet the demand for certain com­
modit ies- dairy produce in particula r. Th e Government earnestly 
des ired that this great impor t t rade in goods which co uld , and should 
be p roduced in the State, should cease; that production should be 
acce le rated in order , first, to overtake consump tion within the State, 
and then to assist in meeting the food demands of the people of the 
Emp ire. 

Th e need fo r increased population was emphasised in the changed 
world position a rising out of the war. Strengthening the Government 
in a ll that has been done in establish ing this scheme of closer settle­
ment has been the con vi ct ion thaf every new settler , every additional 
acre clea red, and every add itiona l ton of foodstuffs produced con­
stituted a co n tri~ ution to the bulwark of Empire. It was the practical 
way of fu lfi ll ing the policy of a White Australia. 

Thus out of patriotic desire for Western Australia, Australia and 
the Empire, the Government evolved Australia' s first great scheme 
of development in which State, Federal , and Imperial Governments are 
partners. What are known as the " Group Settlements" are an 
integral pa r t of the sc heme - a scheme which has appealed to men 
from a ll parts of the Empire, not on ly because of its practicability 
and its advantages to the settlers, but because of its solvent possi­
bi lities in questions of Empire importance. 

Only those who know these South-West lands can fully appreciate 
the magnitude of the Government's unde r taking. T hough Nature is 
bountifu l in this part of the State she is also formidable. The work 
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of clearing is difficult and costly, and in some places the prob lem of 

drainage is added to those of clearing and establishing lines of com­

munication. Were it not for the fact that the soils a re wonderfully 

fe r tile, the task would never have been attempte d. 

P ractically eve ry inch of the South-West lands coming within 

the Government's group operations is Crown co untry , and the only 

practical way to deal with it is by community effort. Thus arose 

t he term " Group Settlements." I t is t he eo-operative settlement of 

a number of families on a given area, which is divided amongst them 

on conditions which lead to the speed iest possible development. 

The Governme nt does not pretend to claim t ha t it will be possib le 

to avoid a ll errors, for t he scheme must la rgely be its own schoolmas.ter. 

But the Government does claim that t he scheme represents a great 

step forward in a policy directed towa rds peopling this portion of 

Australia with thousands of producers who will ass ist both in con­

verting an imp ort trade into an export t rade, and in removing the 

danger created by lack of development and population. 

Sick and Accident Fund . 
-·~·-

A Mutual Sick and Accident F und has 

been c reated to enab le payments to be 

kept up while Group members are 

unable to carry out their duties either 

th ro ugh s ickness or accident. A co n­

tribution to this Fund is made at the 

rate of one shi ll ing per week. 



Stop That Import Drain. 

F or t he year 1921 - 22 the people of Western Australia paid to 
producers in t he Eastern States £1,936,846 for foodstuffs . 

The Government's aim is to stop that drain . The Groups will 
help. 

IN 192 1- 22 W ES T ERN AUSTRALIA IMPORTED FROM 

THE EAS T : 

Valued at . Valued at. 
£ £ 

Bu tter 443,836 Confectionery 116,309 
Cheese 60,240 Dried Fru its .. . 53 ,253 
E ggs (in shell and pulp ) 19,937 Tinned Fru its, etc. 23 ,445 
Bacon and Ham 136,842 Jams and J ellies 113,856 
Prese rved Meats 21 ,785 Sauces 40,874 
Milk (preserved and Potatoes 40,539 

powdered) ... 175,583 Onions 14,562 

ALL THESE FOODSTUFFS CAN BE PROD UCED IN 

THE STATE. 

G R OUP SETTLERS ARE ALLOWED 30 Y EARS TO 

REPAY CAPITAL E XPENDITURE. I NTE R EST ONLY 

IS C HARGED FOR THE FI RST 10 Y EARS. 
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\Nhat 1s Group Settlement 7 

;\ L THO UGH the t erm Group Settlement is familiar t o Wester n 

f-\ Australians, considerable ignorance of the detail s of the Gov-

ernment's sc heme still exists, and critics ha ve inv a ri a bl y 

sp ok en without full knowledge of what it entails. Th e basic prin cipl e 

is to promote the speedy settlement, by co-operative effor t, of t hese 

ri ch forest lands, dairying be ing the primary industry. For t hi s pur­

pose the m a, n going on to Crown la nds is made 

A F R EE GRANT UP TO 160 AC R ES, 

excep t for offi ce and su rvey fees - about £13. The men are carefully 
selected after examination to ascertain fitness and experience, and a 
few from each group are first sent to erect the temporary huts, the 
remain der fo ll owing when these huts are ready . Each group works 
under 

A FuLLY QuALI FIED F oREMAN, 

who has had South-Western exper ience. 

T he work done on each block comprises the development of 25 
acres, of wh ich 20 ac res a re partly cleared and laid down to pastu re, 
and 5 ac res more fully cleared for intensive cu ltu re, the erection of a 
cottage, fencing, and provision of water supply . When this work 
has been completed the farm is , with t he necessary plant and stock, 
in the producing s tage. 

Unti l the se t t lers take over their own blocks, which sho uld be at 
the end of from 24 months to 2! years, they are paid a sustenance 
allowa nce of . !Os. per day worked. If any settler draws less than 
the a mount , the differe nce is credited to the block finally allotted to 
him. No settle r leaving the settlement, howev er , is entitled to draw 
any such differen ce. 

EAC H MAN HAS TO AGREE -

(a) T o work to t he satisfaction of the officer in cont rol. 

(b) T o work co ntinuously unless absence is app roved . 

(c) T o be paid on ly for time worke d. 

(d) That as t here· can be no fixed hours for certain work, such as 
burning off, a ll must share fairly in the extra t im e. 

11 



The management has the right to determine whether a settler is 
wo rking satisfactor ily. Any settle r fai ling to give satisfact ion may 
be retired without compensation, although he has the righ t of appeal 
to the Group Settlemen t Adviso ry Commit ee. 

Blocks are balloted for as soon as possible , in order that houses 
may be erected on the blocks allotted to married men and group 
members be in a position to employ their spare time in the develop­
ment of their blocks. Settle rs have, however, to agree to continue 
wo rking until all the farms in the group have been completed . No 
titles are given unti l all the blocks have been prepared fo r settlement. 

Interest on the outlay on each block is capitalised until the 
successful applicant is released from group work to develop his own 
block, the total cost of each farm being estimated at f rom £800 to 
£1,000. The Gene ral Manage r of the Agricul tu ra l Bank appo rtions 
the amount charged aga inst each block, and the amount so determined 
becomes an Agricultural Bank advance, 

REPAYABLE IN 30 YE ARS, 

interest only being charged for the first 10 yea rs. 

Plant and stock are supplied, when the settler is ready for them, 
as an Agricultural Bank advance, repayabl e in eigh t yea rs , interest 
only being charged for the first three years. 

T he whole wo rk is controlled by the Genera l Manager of the 
Agricultural Bank, who directs the wo rk of the Con t roller of Group 
Settlement, the Field Officer and the Select ion Officer. An 
Advisory Committee watches the methods employed and advises 
continuously . 

lllllllllllllllllllll lllllll llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll/1111111111111111111111111111111111111 

' 
G ROUP SETTLEMENT IS T H E S ouTH - WEST 

S O L VENT. 

. 
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SETTLERS ARRIVING AT KA RRIDA LE ON THEIR WAY 

TO THE G ROUPS . 

The "Small Family" Agreement. 

Sir William Wind ham, C. B. E., Chairman of t he British Overseas 
Settlement Delegation, in t he course of a speech on August 15, 1923, 
at North am, said: " Th e ' Small fami ly' agreement mad e with t he 
I mperi a l authorities by t he Premier of this State is the first and only 
one of its kind that has ever been attempted, and it is a very cour­
ageous experiment. We have been surprised at the progress 
made on t he groups. I am glad personally to say that so far as those 
people on the grou ps are concerned , t here a ppears to be general con­
tentment amongst them." 

13 



First Steps tn Group Development. 

FIRST HOME S OF THE GROUP SETTLE R S. 

T
H E first co-e pera_tive effort on the group is the preparation of 

the tern porary huts. As soon as the group area has been 
surveyed and sub-divided, several members are despatched to 

P!epare these huts, in which some settlers have requested they might 
be allowed to remain until they had had time to become firmly 
established. If . possible, a ca rpenter and a blacksmith are included 

in each grou p. 



T he second cottage is tak ing the place of the fi rst 
type, e recte d in t he ear li e r g rou ps. Th e cottage 
succeeds t he hu t . T he t imber fo r const ruct ion 

co mes fro m adjacent mill ing a reas. 
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Clearing Processes. 

AFT ER the erect ion of the temporary dwellings comes the work 

J-\. of cleari ng. It has been demonst rated that permanent pas­

tu res a re not de l eterio u~l y affected if a portion of the big 
timbe r is ring-ba rk ed a nd a ll owed to rema in , and the cost of clearing 

has th us bee n considerably red uced. 

Th e rate of progress is dete r m ined in pa r t by the individual settle r 

and in pa r t by the oppo rt u nity for burn ing off. Perhaps in no other 

par t of t he State is the pe rso na l element of g reate r importance. T he 

will to win rep rese n ts 90 pe r cent. of t he journey to ultimate success. 

Ma ny of t he first settlers have ma de p rogress beyond expectat ion 

others have not a dvanced a t a nyt hin g like t he same rate . 

C LE ARED L AND AND RrNGBARKED TREE~ 
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Pastures. 

T'H E South-West is blessed with a bountifu l rainfall, which, with 

the wonderfu ll y ferti le so il s, ensures remarkab le pasture g rowth. 

Th e laying down of permanent pastu res is undertaken as soon 

as possib le. One of t he latest introductions is Subterranean Cl over, 

the lu xuriance of which has, in the opinion of many settlers, revolu­

tion ised previously accepted t heo ries concerning the suitability of 

la rge a reas of adm itted ly less fertile co un try fo r dairying purposes. 

All t he we ll-known clovers thrive , and maize grows profuse ly . 

EN G L IS H Al'jD NATIVE G RASSES NEAR DENMARK. 



Settlers and Families. 

H lTHERT O one of the greatest dete rrents to open in g up t he 
v irgin lan ds of the State distant f rom the established settle­

ments had bee n the lo nelin ess of t he bush. Even when men 

fe l t pe rs uade d t o establish a home in t he out-back they sh ra nk f rom 

askin g the ir .wo me nfo lk to acco mpany t hem , rea lis in g t hat the isolation 

wo ul d involve sepa ration from thei r ow n sex often fo r weeks at a 

t ime, wh ilst t heir c h il dren wo uld be compell ed to suffe r loss of 

education a l fac ili t ies. B u t the grou p c ha nges a ll · that . From the 

first da y there is a co mmunity, wi t h a ll the assoc iat ions -of co mmunity 
life. T his is a very impo r tant facto r . 
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VV elfare of the Group Child. 

FIRST GROUP B ABY. 

THE Government is keen ly con­
cerned for the welfa re of t he 
Group chi ld. S chools are 

erected as soon as possible- in some 
cas.es, where groups a re adjacent, one 
school se rves two grou ps. There is 
t hus littl e or no b reak in the ed u­
cat iona l instruction of chi ldren who 

.come from settled comm uni ties. 

S C HOOLS SERVING G R OUPS 6 AND 7. ScHOO L AT G ROUP 38. 
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A SouTH-WEsT DAIRY HERD. 

ANOTHER DA I RY HERD I N T YPICAL S ouTH-WEST CouNTRY. 
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Dairying : The Primary Group Industry. 

c::::::::J D c::::::::J 

D AI RYI NG is t he pr imary industry of the Group. New Zealand, 
where a world 's reco rd has just been established in dairy exports, 
is not mo re favoured t han this corner of Western Australia 

fo r successfu l da ir ying. With an ideal climate and rich pastures, :.Jnd 
with an abundance of · natural feed and water , the Sou t h-West is 
capa ble of car rying many t housands of ca t t le , contributing an 
eno r mous output of dairy prod ucts eve ry year. Many important 
factors have to be conside red in buildin g up a great dairying industry. 
Lack of regu lar transport fac ili t ies often make i t im poss ibl e fo r the 
individua l settler to gua rantee first grade c ream, and the facto ry 
co mmodity natu ra ll y suffers fo r t hat reason. With the establishment 
of the groups it is hoped that t hi s disability wil l be gradually over­
co me. When the settlers begin to produce regula rly it will be possible 
to coll ect the c ream at stated times and t ransport it to the factories, 
which are a lready establ ished at the natural group por ts- Bunbury 
a nd Busselton. Local facto ries will follow in due course. A definite 
basis has been laid down for t he establishment of dairy herds. 
The Government's exper ts have right ly decided that development 
must be on well-ordered li nes. Specific breeds a re to be allocated 
to specifi c a reas of t he State , t hus eliminating the re ta rding influ­
ences of a mixed product at the factory and the economic waste of 
feeding stock of inferio r breed and small producing capacity. 
There a re to-d ay on the Groups mo re potential producers of dai ry 
products t han exists in t he whole of the remainin g areas of the State. 

GROUP FOREMEN. 

Th e group fo remen a re a ll practical me n d rawn 
from the s urrounding distr icts. South-West ex­
pe ri ence is an essentia l qualification fo r the 

position of Group Foreman . 
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(I) GROUP SETTLEMENT TIMBE R MILL. 

(2) ROAD LEADING TO GROUP (3) SETTLER'S VEGETABLE GARDEN. 
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MEMB E RS OF THE B R I T I SH O VERSEAS SETTLEMENT DELE GATION 

ARR I VE A T G ROUP 6, AUGUST, 1923. 

c::::J D c::::J 

MEMBERS OF THE DELEGAT I ON WE R E GREATLY I M PRESSED WITH THE 

G R O'U P SETTLEMENT S C HEM E . 

Th e First Group was esta blished on March 28, 

1921, at Ma njimup . On Nov. 30, 1923, t he 

Groups tota ll ed 90 with a n es t imated 

popul a tion of 5,560. 
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MARGARET RIVER FA L LS . 

The rivers of the South-West are many and very beautiful. Some of 
the Groups a re within easy d istance of eit her , or both , river or ocean . 

T H E GOVE RNOR G E NE R AL AND L ADY F O RSTE R VISIT G ROUP 73 . 



Rapid Progress. 

Up to October 3 1, 1923, 1,737 acres had been cropped and 9,906 

ac res of land had been readied for cultivation , whi lst several 

thousand acres were then in co urse of preparation. (A large 

proportion of t he land ready will l:)e cropped during t he cur rent season .) 

Fi rst potato crops demonstrated t he suitabi lity of the soils fo r 

potato production. The average yield was about eight tons to the 

ac re. In July , 1923, it was decided to plant a conside rable acreage 

in ex pectat ion of operating on a favourab le expo rt market in t he 

Eas te rn States towards the end of the year. 

An Ideal Climate. 
c::::=:::J 0 c:::==J 

THE. climate\i10f the South-West is idea l. During the summer 

months , December to March inclusive, thousands of people 

flock from the hotter Nor t hern a reas to t he health and pleasure 

resor ts of the South , where t he sun s hin es from a cloud less sky, 

although t he temperature ra rely exceeds 90 degrees in the. shade , 

with a maximum ave rage of a bout 75. Th e winter ra ins are heavy , 

but frosts a re rare, and the variation between winter a nd summer 

temperatures is not marked. Moreover , although the rainfall totals 

up to SO inches for t he yea r, it is not unusual, even in- the wettest 

months, to expe rience breaks of sunny weather lasting for several days. 

27 



28 

VIEWS AT THE FI RST GROUP SETTLEMENT ESTABLISHED AT MANJIMUP. 



VISI T ORS to the South-West are often amazed at what pionee r 

settlers, single-handed , have been ab le to accomplish . This 

illustrat ion conveys an idea of what is possible by dint of 

persevera nce in country simila r t o that in which the Groups a re 

being estab lished. 

T HE H oME OF A PIONEE R IN T YPICAL SouTH- WESTERN Co uNTRY . 

ON OcTOBER 3 1, 1923, 

483 C o TTAGES HAD BEEN E RECTED 

ON THE G ROUPS . 

29 



F RUIT. 

C:::==::::=:JO c:::==::::=:J 

APPLE CouNTRY. 



\Nhat Other People Think of the 
Group Settlement Scheme. 

SPEAKING at a luncheon tendered him at Parliament House, 

Pert h, by the State Government, on October 11, 1922, Sir Wm. 

Beach Thomas, represent ing the London " Daily Mail ," said: • 

" I t hink t his scheme one of the most statesmanl ike and 
prolific I have come in contact with since I was first able to 
understand life at a ll. One may be enthusiastic a lthough it is 
a n ex periment. So me peop le may not do we ll , but st ill it is a 
great imaginative scheme, whic h, whatever its fai lures may be, 
will have a great infl uence upon t he fu tu re of the Empi re. I 
seem to see in the fut u re of this State rural villages which will 
be t he ad miration of the whole civ ilised world. " 

Mr. W. M. Hughes, ex-Prime Ministe r of Austra lia, speaking at 

a fun ction on Ap ril 22, 1922, said : 

" The Grou p Settlement sche me is eminently suitable and 
wor kma nlike. The settlement is a gospel of salvation fo r those 
men w ho have see n what a cui-de-sac is the caree r of a wha rf 
l u m per. " 

Col. S . F . Newcombe (representing the Devon and Cornwall 

I m mig ration Committee), on t he eve of his depa rture for England on 

May 18, 1923, stated : 

" T he Group Settlement Scheme is recognised in E ngland 
as being the most advanced State scheme yet in practice. It 
offers a defin ite place, giving defi nite work and pay, on arrival, 
and encourages t he settlement of husbands and wives and their 
c hi ldren." 

Mr. T . J. Ley, Minister for Justice in New South Wales, on Feb­

ruary 6, 1923, stated : 

" I am astou nded at the smoothness with whi ch t he scheme 
is wo rking." 
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Ge nera l A. G. Wa uchope , C. M.G., C. I.E ., D.S.O., of the British 

Overseas Settlement Delegation, at a luncheon tende red the Dele­
gation on August 16, 1923, said : 

" I have t rave ll ed wide ly in many countries, but I have seen 
few opportun ities fo r settlement that have appealed to me so 
much as the South-West scheme." 

Miss Gladys Pott , a lso of the British Overseas Settlement Dele­
gation , said: 

" T he Delegation has been pleased to find that the Group 
Settlement Scheme in Western Aust ra lia has deve loped on good 
lines and is mak ing happy an d contented settlements ." 

Mr. J ames Wignall , M.P. (Labou r), of the Ove rseas Settlement 

Delegation, on August 14 , at Katanning, stated: 

" I cannot say that I am satisfied with all that I have seen , 
but I can say that I am satisfied this is a great and bold scheme, 
the like of which is not parall eled in history. It is a scheme 
which transfers not merely one member, but every member , of a 
fami ly, and assists them in mak ing new homes under new con­
ditions. I have been amongst t hose homes and seen those men, 
women, and c hil dren. I t is a grand scheme , and gives the peop le 
a cha nce to deve lop the best that is in them. It means hard 
and continuo us wo r k, and discomfo r t, but the incentive is the re 
as a great motive power to sustain and encourage." 



\-2. T RANSPORT DIFFICULTIES. 3. BRITISH DELEGATES AT GROUP 6. 
4. BO RING T REES FOR BLASTING . 5. READY FOR THE FIRE . 

6. G ROUND PARTLY CLEARED . 
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8 UNB UR Y 

B usSE LTO N 

ALBA NY 

These So u t h-West sea por ts wi ll p ro·.; id e t he natura l out lets fo r the 
produ ce of t he Groups. A bu tte r fac t ory exists a t each of t he towns . 

w hich a re fa mous as health reso r ts. 
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GROUP SETTLEMENT. S. 784. 

Member' s Agreement. 

Th e condit ions indicated herein must be obse r ved by the Group 
Member. 

Group Members must recognise that t hey are working for them­

selves, and must be prepared to work such dai ly hours as di rected by 

the Officer-in-Charge unless the ir absence is approved. 

If, in the opinion of t he Officer-in-Cha rge, ove r time is necessa ry 

when burning off, etc., operations a re proceeding, the me n will 
be requi red to share equally in a ll ext ra t ime worked. 

If, in the opinion of the Officer-in-Charge, any man fails to work 

satisfactor ily, he may be reti red f rom the settlement without com­

pensation, but may appeal to t he Group Settlement Advisory Com­

mittee against the decision of t he Officer-in-Charge. 

The right is reserved by the Department to employ (exclusive 

of Group Members) such ski ll ed or othe r labour as is found necessary . 

T he blocks being prepared for settlement will be ballo te d fo r. 

T he Group Members must ag ree to abide by t he result of such ballot, 

which may be taken at any t im e conside red advisab le by t he Officer­

in-Charge. Each successful member will be required to sign a 

" Per mit to Occupy Block" form. 

Whe rever poss ible, houses will be erected on blocks drawn by 

mar r ied men with fami lies prio r to e rection of houses on blocks drawn 

by single men. 

No title is to be given to any block until a ll are prepared for 

settlement. Interest on outlay on each block wi ll be capitalised until 

t he successfu l app li cant is released for work o n his own farm. W here 

drainage wo rk is necessary blocks will be charged with their pro­

portion of the cost . The amo un t to be charged against each block 

wi ll be determined by t he Gene ral Manager of the Agricultural Bank , 

but the aggregate charges in the group must not exceed the total 

expenditure an d the Group Member must abi de by the dec ision of 

the General Manage r aforesaid. T his means that t he General Manager 



MEMBER'S AGREEMENT (continued) . 

ca n , if he t hinks it fai r to do so, red uce t he cost of preparat ion of 
ea rlier blocks an d spread the amo un t of redu ction over othe r blocl<is. 
Men who a re new to the work know that their work improves with 
experi ence . 

Sustenta t ion payments wil l be made to g rou p members as ap­
proved by t he H on. the Minister fo r Lands. 

I furth er undertake to have my wife· and ch ildren residing on my 
Group block not .later than one month afte r the completion of my 
cottage. 

Failure to co mply with this co ndi t ion will a u to mat ica lly cancel 
my inclus ion within a Group. 

I .... .............. . . . .............................. .. ... . .................. ag ree to 
a bide by t he con diti ons herein detailed a nd which ha ve been explained 
to me . 

(Si gned) ..... . ....... ...... ... .......... . . ....... . 

Date . .... . ... ... ... .. . ~ · · . ................ . ..... . .. . 

Witness .... . ............................. .. ..... . 

WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT. 

All Group settle rs and junior workers are insured 
under the provisions of the Workers' Compen­
sat io n Act. Approval for the emp loyment of junior 
workers on Groups must be given by t he Co ntrol ler. 
Premiums paid by the Department a re cha rged 

against the Group. 
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GROUP SETTLEMENT SCHEME. S. 770. 

Permit to Occupy Block. 

WHEREAS (full name) ... . .................. ..................... ...... . .. . .. .... . 
(hereinafter referred to as " the holder") has applied to t he Minister 
for Lands (he reinafter referred to as " the Minister") for t he allotmen t 
to him of. ............................... . ............ Location ......... ..... . .. . ..... . 
in the State of Western Australia, and whereas the Minister has granted 
such applicat ion ; the sa id Minister does hereby permit the holder 
to occupy the sa id location from the ......................... . .. ........ day of 
. . . ... ... ............ . ...... . ........ . ... . ........ . subject to the following te rms 
and conditions: -

I. The holder shall -

(a) Personally reside on the block and car ry out the work 
requ ired of him by the Foreman-in-Charge of the 
Group . 

(b) At his own cost keep and maintain in good and tenantable 
repair all buildings erected by the Dep a rtment on the 
block. 

(c) Shall give permission to the General Manager and all 
persons authorised by him to enter unrest ricted ly 
into and car ry on any required work up on the said 
block. 

2. This permit may be revoked at any time by the General 
· Manager or authorised agent by notice in writing delivered to the 

holder or sent by post, addressed to the holder of the said block, if 
the holder has, in the opinion of the General Manager , neglected his 
responsibilities to the Group interests or been guilty of serio us mis­
conduct during his occupation t hereof , or if the General Manager for 
any other reason conside rs his permit ought to be revoked. 

3. Should any permit be rev oked by the General Manager or 
his authorised agent, the ex-hold er shall be required to retire from the 
said block within seven days of date of notification, and he shall not 
be able to claim any compensation for any work perfo r med on the 
said block by himself or any other person. 



PERMIT TO OCCUPY BLOCK (continued) . 

4. Th is permit shall not confer on the ho lder exclus ive possess ion 
of t he said block as against the Minister. ' 

5. Timber on blocks remains the property of t he Crown and 
may be disposed of by the Crown. any profits arising being credited 
to the gro up . Settlers must not ringbark or otherwise destroy 
marketable ti mber on blocks without the sanction of a duly appointed 
officer. 

After settlers have been released from group work, any timber re­
main in g on the block wi ll be the property of the sett le r, but proceeds 
derived from sale of such timber must be applied in reduct ion of t he 
settler's debt. 

AND THE MI N IS T ER HEREBY AGREES with the holder that if 
the holder occupies the said block under this permit until the Group 
is dissolved and complies with all requirements of this permit the 
Ministe r shall , on app lication in writing by t he holder , grant to the 
holder occupation of the sa id block under Land Act conditio ns. 

Dated th is .. .. . .. . .. . . . .... .. . . . . .... day of .. . . . ... . .................. . .. 192 

Ministe r for Lands. 

I have ca refu ll y read the clauses a bove and agree to accept them 
as final. 

(Signed) .. ... . .... . .. .... .. . ... ... . . .. ............ . ....... . 

Date . . . . . .............. . . .... ... .... . .. . ...... . . . 

Witness .... . ....... .. . . .. . ...... . ... . ..... . . .. ....... . 
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